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1. Opening by Lubotsky. 

2. BA-programs 
Earlier this year in Frankfurt a meeting was held on the BA-programs for IE linguistics within Germany and surrounding countries. The results of this meeting can be found on http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/igmedien/modular.htm .
The plans for the BA-programs on each university are discussed. 

Münster: Rather insecure whether a BA is possible, as almost all neighbouring departments (Indology, Slavic) are closed, or are likely to be discontinued (general linguistics).

Leiden: With the help of Indology, Classics and African Linguistics, a 3-year BA-program is constructed as schematized on p. 27 of the booklet. Problems arise, however, when students have not had Latin and Greek at school. 

Frankfurt: IE belongs to the BA Empirical Linguistics, that is shared with African Linguistics, Turcology, Oriental Studies, Phonetics e.a. It consists of 3 sectors: 1. General (phonetics, morphology, etc.) 2. Optional (Slav., Turkish, IE, or others) 3. Optional combination + BA thesis. This BA consists of 60 ECTS on specific IE courses. The BA thesis will be between 6-12 ECTS.

Köln: The BA-program is still in drafts. It is still unclear whether there will be enough teachers to maintain IE as a Kernfach. Cooperation with Celtology in Bonn is considered. For Köln itself, different modules have been designed, but the one that cooperates with General Linguistics seems to be the most important one. In it, the amount of IE will also lie around 60 ECTS. The weight of the BA thesis is still unclear. 

Paris: As there was no real IE department in Paris, only an MA has been designed on École Pratique. This MA is open for students coming from different BA’s. In the BA of Classics and Indology a small amount of IE linguistics is incorporated. The General Linguistic-departments are not interested in IE. 

General remarks regarding BA’s: It is is difficult to determine the comparability between the different BA’s. It is unclear whether credits can be given for international courses (e.g. Maynooth). This problem especially applies in Germany where the rules regarding accreditation differ per university. 

The lack of staff (e.g. in Köln) is a problem for other universities as well. BA is sometimes hardly feasible, let alone an MA-program.

3. MA-programs

In Leiden, two different MA’s exist: a one-year MA, and a two-year MA (also called research-MA or MPhil). In Germany and France only a two-year MA is possible, so our discussion is limited to the two-year variant. 

Lubotsky would like to set up some pan-European ‘rules’ for MA’s Indo-European Linguistics. E.g., what will be the minimal amount of ECTS that BA-students have to have spent on IE courses to enter an MA IE linguistics? In France, this amount is 60 ECTS. How many ECTS must a MA thesis be? In Leiden and Paris both 30 ECTS. 

Is it possible to share the teaching-load by sending students abroad? 
Korn explains that in Germany modules are designed that extend over several semesters. Spending a semester abroad is therefore quite difficult, but there are plans to set up MA-programs which foresee one semester of studies abroad. Moreover, it is unclear whether such a semester would be acknowledged and rewarded with ECTS. It is also problematic whether a BA-course followed in another university could be acknowledged as a MA-course in your own university. 

Pinault gives the example of three different universities that together offer one integrated MA-program and states that there is much funding for these kinds of programs. 

Looking at the teaching periods in the different countries (France and Leiden 1 sept. - 15 dec., 1 feb. - 1 june; Germany 1 oct. - 15 feb., 1 april - end july), it will be difficult to fit the programs together, however.

4. Summer Schools

Lubotsky mentions the possibility of Summer Schools as an integrated part of the MA-program. A combination of courses makes it an efficient way of sharing teaching-staff. It is the cheapest way for students to follow courses from scholars from other universities. García-Ramón is sceptic as to whether Summer School Courses could be accreditated in Germany, but Korn is rather optimistic. 

The Summer School should be held regularly and planned well in advance. 

The Summer School of Berlin (aug. 2004) was a great success: about 90 participants. The amount of ECTS given (12) was too high, however. Moreover, a kind of exam or paper is necessary to check the student’s efforts. 

Agreements: a 2-week Summer School will be held in August of each year. Students can get about 5 ECTS per course. Not only specialised courses, but also introductory courses (e.g. in ‘rare’ languages) will be given. Each course will take 2 hours per day, for 10 days. Parallel sessions will be held so students can choose between different courses. We will start in 2006 (as the Berlin Summer School of 2005 is likely to be the last one over there), and the first one will be hosted by Leiden. It is suggested that if we teach 4 languages each year, we can have a full program every 4 years. But not only langauge courses, also topics like ‘culture of the IEs’,  ‘onomastics’, ‘history of IE linguistics’. Teachers will have to be paid, at least  covering the living and travel expenses. Funding is available within the Erasmus-program, for Intensive Courses. Janda will inform about Erasmus-agreements to be able to invite scholars from abroad. 

5. Announcement of KLM-congress which will be held in Leiden in June 2005. Originally, this congress was meant for students from Kopenhagen, Leiden and Münster, but now the organisers have decided that it is open for all students and recently graduated Indoeuropeanists to give a lecture. The goal is to provide a platform for the ideas of younger people in a more informal way, also as a practice for the ‘real’ congresses. 

