Caucasian alphabet systems based upon the Cyrillic script

J. Gippert

The following tables include Georgian as well as those autochthonous
Caucasian languages that have acquired the state of a "literary language”
on the basis of the Cyrillic aphabet in Soviet times.

Besides the letters as used in the modern language, the Georgian column
contains (in parentheses) the additional characters of Old Georgian and [in
brackets] those diacritic combinations that are used by Georgian Caucaso-
logists for rendering sounds from other Caucasian languages not represent-
ed in Georgian (according to the list as given in Annual of |bero-Caucas-
lan Linguistics, vol. 1 after p. 326). The phonetic equivalents (in the
second column) have to be regarded as tentative.

a) Labial consonants:

=
§' 2 o) & o s 8
~ S < < < O O £ < — @) - [ (O]
b b ) 6 ) ) 6 ) 6 ) (©) ) 6 3
p p° v I o I I I I o i I i 3
p p: o or | 1o | [of]
p p’ i ml nl nl ml nl nl l nl l 3
o | p= nly (57
Y% Y% B (B) B 0, B B B 3
f f b (@) b () ) b (@) b b b [f]
f f° (¢I) ¢l [f]
y y y B B B B B (2l

M M M M M M M M M M M d




Caucasian alphabet systems based upon the Cyrillic script

b) Dental and alveolar consonants:

5
g L2 o & & < & &
I IEREEE R R R NI AR B 1B
= S < < < O (@) £ < a o | [ U]
d d i i i i I i i i I i i ©
t t° T T T T T T T T T T T o
t t: TT TT T || [0°]
t t° T 1l Tl Tl Tl 1l 1l Tl Tl Tl Tl 1)
j j u it it it it it it i | oa | a | id | (@
n n H H H H H H H H H H H 6
d° d° 1o [°]
t° te° T TB [0°]
t° t°: TTB [o0]
t° te? 9 Tly Tl [3°]
3 oz 3 3 3 3 I3 3 3 I3 3 3 d
5} 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 u oo G
c | ®& o | o un | oo || 7]
C 5 11 ul ol ul ol ul ul ul ul nl ul v
c | & ull [7°]
z z 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 b
S S c c c c c c c c c c c b
s s cc cc [\°]
3° (0724 79 a3y 3B [d°]
N e 1y 1B [6°]
c° 158 B (2]
c [ i) uls (7]
z z 3B [%°]
s s CB [L°]
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c) Palatal consonants:

5

S

e |2 8 |5|E |2 |2 8 |E |8
7| gt we || mxs | mx | ox [x]
¢ |lye| « q g g [A]
¢ |ye| « 4l KI kI (3]
2| st x| e | [o]
g S| ms 11 11 (9]
e [u]
T x| x| X x| x| x| i
¢ 1 e TII 9b q q q q q q q RI[R°]
¢ ¥ qq 99 qq | U9 []
¢ i @ 1l yl yl yl yl yl yl ql yl 3]
¢ | qlul [3°]
s x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| gl
s S I I I I I I I I I I I [F]
O e i} il [&]
7 | o — xb || [
¢ | ¥ 4B 9B [R°]
e | e Kb [A3]
[ A ulB 9B [32]
z° || 3° || xo || xB xB || [3]
§e | S 119 II1B 1B [3°]
2 2 Kb Kb [%]
5 § II'b i [b]
s g il 1l (L]
z z KBy [%°]
& & By L]
& | & mly (9]




d) Lateral and velar consonants
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=
g 2 @ & o B &
= S < < < O O = < - o - [ O
| b (mp) | =n 1 1 1 1 [ewlem ']
t t (tm) | aB | IB b [e']
t 2 I'BIH [S*\“;]
|_ ¥ () | al | al [e']
HE i)
K| ke al [&]
0| ke % ]
I I i i (71p) I hi§ I hi§ oy
r r p p p P p p p P p P p &
P z pxI [@3]
g | 9" || || T (3']
k k* || kb Kb [4°]
K k¥ || kb | xIb [3']
v | v | s | b []
X x| xb Xb [67]
g g r r r r r r r r r a3
k K, K (x) K K K K K K K g
k ¢ KK KK KK | KK [F]
k K K kI KI kI kI KI KI KI KI 3
k || K KIkI [£]
y y 1] I'b r r r'b r [o'/a']
X X X X X X Xb Xb Xb Xb [b/6]
X X: XbXb (6]
g° g° ry I'B ry ry r'B r'B [3°]
k° ke Ky KB KY KY KB | KB 4]
ko ke: KKB | KKB (]
k® k*® Ky klg | kly | xly kI | xIB [3°]
v r° || sy | TeB [°]
X° x° Xy XB Xy Xy [b'°]
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e) Uvular, pharyngeal und laryngeal consonants

&
Bl o © 8 & © 5 8
IR AR R IR R B IR BT
= S < < < O O £ < - a) | [ O
G c'
q | a”
q q® kb Kbb [y']
g || &'
x| ox
G G Kb [5°]
q q Xb KXb KX KX Xb Xb Xb | Xb ()
K 3
q q: Xb Kb Kb | Kb | [57]
q q k Kb Kb Kb Kb Kb Kb Kb | Kb g
a | o K% 7]
g 4 I'b I'b rl rl I'b I'b I'b I'b ®
X X Xb Xb X X X X X X X b
X X XX XX [6°]
° ° [5°]
q° q* XBB KXBY xbB | XBB | [53]
Kby [
F o kBB | KBB || [53]
q° q” ky K'BB KBy KbB | KbB || [4°]
g° B° 'y | I'by I'sB | I'BB || [©°]
x° x° XBY | XBY XB XB [6°]
¢ f rl I I rl rl rl [#]
h h X, xI Xb Xb Xb Xb xI x1 xI [&]
° ? b I b b b b b b b [7
h h xI xI I'b I'b T'b I'b T'b 3
e ° Q rlB [&°]
he h° Xy xIB [3°]
T Ly [*]
! 7 (I») [*]




f) Plain vowels and real diphthongs
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S
- I o | B g ¢ 5| F |
a a a a a a a a a N
allal al al| al a a a a 3]
a e 3 c] [3]
a & ab ap (s1) [3]
a & ab ap [i]
a a’ ab ab [3]
e e e ) | (e) e C) ) e 9,8 e 9, e 9
e | e 5 5 ©)/[3]
5 P S TR B | (61) as [o]
a3 i 2]
s | 4 5 (e) [l
i i | w | @ | @] m u u " u a | w | wm 0
1 i ui 1781 [o]
0 o} o (0) | (o) o o 0 o 1)
o | o 0 @)/[e]
o 2 0b [©]
6 | o ob [6]
0 o ob []
uly | M| O]y y y y y y y y )
b y yB [al
u y yb yb | (yp) [
o |y yb 5]
u | ye || [
oa | oa oa [®]
ie | ie e e o]
uo | wo 0 0 (o]




